
Summer Reading 2021-22 (Grades 10)

Instructions: Students entering into grades 10 must fulfill two requirements for summer reading:
(1) each student must read two books this summer, one from each of the lists below, and (2) each
student must complete one of the projects presented below. Books must be completed by and
projects are due on the first day of school.

Concept: Each of the novels on the list have been attached to a specific scene within Bunyan’s
The Pilgrim’s Progress for the project. Bunyan’s tale is an allegory meant to depict the average
Christian’s journey through life. Though the main character often struggles, he always finds a
Biblical solution to his problems. On the other hand, the classic novels on the list portray
characters who also encounter difficulties, but they do not necessarily turn to God for help. The
project’s goal is for each student to explore the nature and consequence of choices in life.

For the first book, choose one from the following list:

● The Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan (Check Local Library or ISBN: 0486426750)

For the second book, choose one from the following list:

● Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift (Check Local Library Or ISBN: 0486292738)
● The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne (Check Local Library OR ISBN:

0486280489)
● This Side of Paradise by F. Scott Fitzgerald (Check Local Library OR ISBN:

0486289990)
● Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad (Check Local Library Or ISBN: 0486264645)
● The Turn of the Screw by Henry James (Check Local Library Or ISBN: 0199536177)

Novel Associated Scene in Pilgrim’s Progress

Gulliver’s Travels Part I: Worldly Wise Man and the Village of Morality

The Scarlet Letter Part I: Formalist, Hypocrisy, and the Hill called
Difficulty

This Side of Paradise Part I & II: Vanity Fair

Heart of Darkness Part I: The Valley of the Shadow of Death

The Turn of the Screw Part II: Terror at the Wicket-Gate



Choose one project from the following list:

●     Write a paper concerned with the nature of the choices made by the characters in each novel.
Your paper should be broken into two parts. The first part will deal specifically with an analysis
of each book that answers the following questions: (1) What choice are the characters from each
novel confronted with?  (2) How does each character respond to his/her choice? (3) What are the
consequences of their choice? (4) What might have changed if they had chosen differently? The
second part of your paper should be a personal response that answers the following questions:
(1) Have you ever been confronted with the choice the characters have to make or do you know
anyone that has?  (2) What type of difficulties do you believe may come from encountering this
choice? (3) What would your response be to yourself or others who need to make this choice?
This paper should follow the requirements below:

- Length: approximately three pages
- Section one: approximately two pages (500 word minimum)
- Section two: approximately one page (250 word minimum)

- MLA Style
- Typed - Times New Roman, size 12

●     Make a short film (at least 5 minutes) concerned with the nature of the choices made by the
characters in each novel. In addition, you will write a personal response. The film will seek to
analyse the books by portraying answers, directly or symbolically, to the following questions: (1)
What choice are the characters from each novel confronted with?  (2) How does each character
respond to his/her choice? (3) What are the consequences of their choice? (4) What might have
changed if they had chosen differently? This could take place as an interview of the
authors/characters or as its own story, but it is in no way limited by that format. It is possible for
two or more students to work together on this project, however, the addition of each student will
add one minute and thirty seconds to the production. This must be e-mailed to the high school
English teacher before 8:00 a.m. on the first day of school. The paper should be a personal
response that answers the following questions: (1) Have you ever been confronted with the
choice the characters have to make or do you know anyone that has?  (2) What type of
difficulties do you believe may come from encountering this choice? (3) What would your
response be to yourself or others who need to make this choice? This paper should follow the
requirements below:
This paper should follow the requirements below:

- Length: approximately one page (250 word minimum)
- MLA Style
- Typed - Times New Roman, size 12



●     Draw a comic book or make a collage painting concerned with the nature of the choices
made by the characters in each novel. In addition, you will write a personal response. The art
will seek to analyse the books by portraying answers, directly or symbolically, to the following
questions: (1) What choice are the characters from each novel confronted with?  (2) How does
each character respond to his/her choice? (3) What are the consequences of their choice? (4)
What might have changed if they had chosen differently? The formatting is up to the student. It
can be drawn in a notebook, on a posterboard, or it can be done on the computer. The main thing
is that the ideas that the student is trying to express are fully portrayed. The paper should be a
personal response that answers the following questions: (1) Have you ever been confronted with
the choice the characters have to make or do you know anyone that has?  (2) What type of
difficulties do you believe may come from encountering this choice? (3) What would your
response be to yourself or others who need to make this choice? This paper should follow the
requirements below:

- Length: approximately one page (250 word minimum)
- MLA Style
- Typed - Times New Roman, size 12

Note on Access: All books from the reading list can be purchased at a relatively low cost from
Amazon, Abebooks, and other similar book vendors, however, I also recommend using your
local library which offers physical, digital, and audio access to the majority of the list. It is also
possible to find a variety of books for free in pdf format online.


